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The role of tourism in poverty reduction

Resume
In this study, has been tried to investigate how tourism can be effective in reducing
poverty in the context of sustainable development. Considering the fact that tourism can be
used as a means to combat poverty in poor regions where tourism resources are available
and new tourism products can be created for changing tourism trends, the ine poor focused
tourism ve approach has been examined in this context. Poor tourism; tourism, which
provides clear benefits for the poor. These benefits can be economically, socially,
environmentally and culturally. Poorly focused tourism is not a specific product or sector.
Poverty reduction is generally not the main problem of tourism. The importance of such a
tourism approach in many poor countries is yet to be understood. In this study, it is examined
how the participation of people in tourism activities in poor regions, what kind of precautions
should be taken for this and what the consequences will be.
Keywords: poverty reduction, tourism potential, unemployment level, environmental
destruction, sustainable development, purchasing power parity, national welfare
Introduction
The concept of poverty has become one of the issues discussed both nationally and
internationally since the beginning of the 1990s. Until the 1970s, the concept of development
has been associated with the economic growth target, which has been tried to be measured by
its economic aspect and the concept of GNP. Developing countries thought they could fulfill
the need to be developed by realizing the goal of rapid and stable growth. Developing
countries, which have received the support of the current economic theory and the
industrialized countries, believed that the problems such as unemployment, inequality in
income distribution, poverty, environmental destruction will be solved as they achieve their
economic growth target. It was understood that there could be alternative costs such as
destruction of the environment and natural resources and the disruption of social peace.
Putting together the concepts of poverty and sustainable development at the United Nations
Humanitarian Environment Conference in Stockholm in 1972 started with the process of
finding solutions at the state and state level, accelerated by the establishment of the World
Commission on Environment and Development by the UN in 1983 and with the adoption of
21, it reached an important turning point [4].
The concept of poverty
The first priority given by the sustainable development summit is the destruction of
poverty. When the social aspects of sustainability are emphasized at the summit, it is
necessary to naturally accept that the destruction of poverty is the first priority. In the
prepared texts, it is stated that poverty eradication and socio-economic development are of
central importance for sustainable development, and in the recent years, the meetings that
have been agreed upon by the UN in order to eliminate poverty are listed. Immediately, the
measures listed against a very ambitious target, such as poverty eradication, are inadequate.
While the eradication of poverty in all UN platforms is being negotiated, it never comes into
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the agenda in the world governance system to establish serious funds for the fight against
poverty or to establish redistribution mechanisms on a global scale.

When the general definitions of poverty, which constitute an important place in the
world's agenda, are examined, it is seen that it is examined as absolute, relative and subjective
poverty [1].

Absolute Poverty is defined as the ability of a person to maintain a minimum level of
life, that is, the nutrition that will provide the calories and other nutrients required to
reproduce itself biologically. In the World Bank's 1990 study, this definition is as follows. It
has been defined as absolute poor Diinya by the World Bank. in mind the diversity of
poverty universality and purchasing power parity, an average method of calculating the
absolute poverty line, while accepting the $ 1 a day per person for the least developed
countries, for Latin America and the Caribbean this limit, $ 2, Turkey in particular, found that
the countries of Eastern Europe 4 dollars for the group covering was determined as USD
14.40 for developed industrial countries.

Relative Poverty arises from being a social being and emerges when the social and
cultural demands of the shelter, education, health and so on are not met to a minimum in order
to reproduce itself socially, except for the minimum calorie requirement. Consumption level
or income level can be selected as a measure of well-being. However, in most researches in
poverty-related developed countries, total income is taken instead of consumption in
determining poverty. The individual or household whose total income is below a certain
amount (poverty line) is defined as poor. In the concept of relative poverty, taking a
percentage of the average income level (median or arithmetic mean), the standard 50%, is
done at the stage of determining the poverty line. In poverty surveys, the median is generally
preferred instead of the arithmetic mean (when the income is ranked from the smallest to the
largest, the value of the middle income is preferred).

Subjective Poverty is quite different from the other two approaches. According to this
approach, one way to determine the poverty line is to make a large-scale survey and to
determine the view of society on this issue. In the surveys, subjects are asked the amount of
income that they think is sufficient to achieve some specific goals, such as not being poor or
having a good income. This method is known as Leyden Approach. A critical level of welfare
is selected and the corresponding income level is considered as the poverty line by linking the
welfare levels and incomes with the results of the survey [3].

Being poor means being hungry, having a shelter, not having anything to wear, being
sick but not being able to be treated, not being able to read or write, but not going to school.
But for poor people poverty is more than that. Poor people are particularly vulnerable to
adverse effects that develop outside their control. They have not been considered well by the
state and community institutions and they have been excluded from the word and power in
these institutions.

Dimensions of Poverty in the World

The 500 richest people in the world generate more than 416 million people. In other
words, 2.5 billion people (40% of the world's population) live with less than 2 dollars a day
and 5% of the world income. Almost all of them earn 54% of the richest 10% world income
in high-income countries. With the use of a global revenue distribution database, it can be
estimated that the cost of 300 bucks dollars to attract people living with less than one dollar a
day on the extreme poverty line. This amount corresponds to 1.6% of the income of the
richest 10% of the world's population. Of course, this indicator is a statistical transfer only [2].
These people are deprived of education, health and modern energy services with adequate
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food and clean drinking water in hunger, disease, ignorance, unemployment and despair.
Although the number of poor people living in developed countries is not underestimated,
poverty is predominantly concentrated in developing countries. Approximately 4.6 billion
people living in developing countries:

800 million people cannot get enough food to live a normal, healthy and active life;

850 million are not literate;

one billion lacks clean water;

2.4 billion are deprived of basic health care;

325 million children do not attend school,;

every year, 11 million children under the age of five die from preventable diseases;

36 million people were infected with HIV / AIDS,;

120 million couples who want to take advantage of contraception.

Socio-Economic Importance of Tourism

Tourism is one of the most dynamic and biggest industries in the world with its
multiplier effect in economic activities. . Tourism; Due to its effect on the balance of
payments, employment and income generation, high added value, positive effects on
infrastructure and superstructure and other sectors, it becomes an important sector especially
for developing countries. Tourism is an attractive development and development option for
many developing countries, although it has difficulties in developing tourism industries and
providing efficiency in the international market. Many countries make investments to improve
tourism due to reasons such as tourist types and resources, redistribution of income,
independence from trade restrictions, demand continuity, development costs, employment and
prestige.

Tourism is the economic locomotive for developed and developing countries in the
world. The tourism industry provides 11% of global GNP with 200 million jobs and 8% of
total employment. In 2010, the contribution of tourism to the economy; It is estimated that it
will provide 9% of total employment and 12% of global GDP by creating 250 million jobs
[5]. Despite the global economic stagnation, the tourism sector continued its rapid growth by
increasing the number of international tourist arrivals by 763 million in 2004, with an increase
of 11% compared to 2003. Growth was seen in all regions, but the largest increase was in the
Pacific and Asia with 28% and in the Middle East with 18% [6]. In the 2020 vision of the
World Tourism Organization, in 2020 international tourist arrivals are estimated to be 1.56
billion, 717 million in Europe, 397 million in Far Asia and Pacific, 282 million in America,
and Africa, Middle East and South. Asia is expected to follow.

Advanced western economies; determines what the developing countries will produce,
production areas and export products. When capital and technology are transferred from the
developed economy, foreign firms are active in the developing country. The dependency
relationship benefits foreign firms and the development priorities of the country are not taken
into consideration. The dependent structure between the developing country and the
developed country affects every industry in the developing country's economy. Tourism is
considered to be the industry with the least dependency on the resources it uses and the supply
potential of the developing countries. Countries with this view invest in tourism industries.
But tourism) is not a manna from a paradise: [4]. The positive economic effects of tourism are
important in the development of a country, but the development of a country or region's
resources with a sustainable tourism approach is important in determining whether these
effects will be positive or negative. It is obvious that the effects of tourism in developing
countries are important. However, what is important is whether these effects are important in
countries with a very high proportion of poor people. When the tourism data is analyzed, it

AN N N N NN

© AMEA Iqtisadiyyat Institutu
© www.economics.com.az



‘ ;5 Akbar Sattar Huseynov, Fakhraddin Bayram Babazade. The role of tourism in poverty reduction.
!,”{'f sah. 136-142.

shows that tourism is important and developing in most countries where poverty is high. For
this reason, tourism can be transformed into a source of life for most of the world's poor.
Poor Focused Tourism Approach for Poverty Alleviation

Reducing income inequalities across countries and in individual countries, and
eradicating poverty, are among the top priorities of the development agenda. The main
precondition for mobilizing various layers of society around development goals and for
achieving political and even short-term economic stability is to reduce income / welfare gap
between these layers. Tourism, which is thought to have many drawbacks, has many
advantages for poorly focused growth. These advantages:

v" Accommodation, food & beverage, travel, leisure, health, education etc. It consists of
many sectors. It creates an area of activity with wide participation and creates
opportunities where hand-made products can be easily produced and sold, which do
not require large capitals.

v" The consumer comes to the place where the product is located, therefore it provides
the opportunity to sell different goods and services and provides important
opportunities for the connections.

v Tourism is a very important opportunity for local economies to diversify. It can be
developed in marginal and poor regions with some export and diversification options.
Such regions attract tourists because of their high cultural values and values such as
wild life and landscape [3]. Tourism is largely based on natural resources (wildlife and
natural beauties) and culture. Although they do not have financial resources, they are
the assets of some poor countries or regions.

v Tourism is labor-intensive compared to other non-agricultural activities and allows for
small-scale enterprises, employing a higher proportion of women.

In the first years of tourism in a region, they do not abandon the local people 's
possessions, but most often sell these places to outside speculators and they themselves have
to work as workers in the tourism industry [1]. For this reason, arrangements should be made
to prevent the purchase of the local people's possession by speculators, in other words, to
ensure that the people use the assets they possess in tourism with their own property. The fact
that the poor have land or natural resources in the regions where they are located will increase
the economic benefits of tourism. Tourism will have positive effects on local people as well
as negative impacts. Poorly focused strategies should therefore focus on reducing potential
negative impacts while increasing potential benefits.

It can be said that tourism can be effective in poverty reduction especially in rural areas.
In order to achieve success, some conditions required by tourism must be fulfilled in these
rural areas. There must be a product or a potential product for the development of tourism.
While some poor rural areas are an attractive destination, there are very few products to offer,
which will need to be diversified. The difficulty of access to poor rural areas can be
considered as another problem for tourism activities. However, the development of tourism
varieties that will not perceive transportation as an obstacle can eliminate the problem. Low
quality of tourism services in poor rural areas, undeveloped commercial production, distance
from markets and market networks and not being seen and supported by the state priorities are
obstacles to the reduction of poverty due to the development of tourism in these poor regions.
The development of rural tourism for many rural areas will require the development of an
attractive product and overcoming other barriers. Many of these barriers are commercial,
economic and logistics. These obstacles can be overcome by investments in time and
resources.
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There are many similarities in the Czech Republic and Uganda, as well as differences in
the efforts to develop rural tourism. Both countries tried to develop a rural tourism product
through marketing as attracting, attracting and collecting charms in a package. In both
countries, they concentrated all efforts at the local level and sought to establish a unity in
order to coordinate different segments of the community or service providers.

Evaluation and conclusion

Tourism in developing countries, especially in underdeveloped countries and regions;
economic growth can be seen as a major source of foreign exchange, investment, income and
employment. Tourism in these countries or regions is one of the few areas that will provide
competitive advantage. Because a significant portion of tourist resources are available in these
regions as natural resources. Potential sources in poor regions have unique potential to create
direct trade and investment at the local level. Many developing countries have the potential to
benefit from natural and cultural heritage tourism. In order to achieve this benefit, transport,
infrastructure and sustainability criteria need to be met. In less developed countries, where
poverty is more concentrated, especially in rural areas, the evaluation of potential and the
participation of deprived people in tourism can be an important alternative in the fight against
poverty in these rural areas. In order for the poor to benefit from the economic benefits of
tourism, measures should be taken to eliminate the barriers to the poor. The poor are
significantly limiting them; lack of capital, lack of organization, lack of education, lack of a
say in policies and plans, the danger of losing existing resources, etc. Such factors need to be
eliminated. Recommendations for eliminating these barriers are listed below:

Many governments see tourism as a source of foreign exchange rather than focusing on
the fight against poverty. First of all, it should be ensured that a sustainable tourism approach
with a poor focus should be provided by changing the view of governments towards tourism.
The state will see tourism as a means of sustainable development and the development of
poverty reduction will only be possible with the correct use of resources in poor regions.

= Poorly focused tourism requires organization of all activities from micro level to
macro level, including product development, marketing, planning, policy and
investment.

= Poorly focused tourism involves the development of new products based on local
culture. However, if these new products are to be marketed, they should often be
combined with preferred products.

= Consider commercial success of the developed tourism product; emphasis should be
placed on investing in demand, product quality, marketing and professional skills.

= Participation of the poor in all stages of tourism activities to reduce poverty is a
necessary condition. The establishment of policy, reform and planning mechanisms
and the participation of local people in these mechanisms are of great importance.
Planning mechanisms should be established to ensure that local people have a say in
changes in their region.

= Tourism education should be initiated in order to improve the human capital which
prevents the poor participation in tourism. It would be correct to start with a simple
(tourist) study to understand the tourist who has a very foreign experience.

= Increasing the opportunities for employment in order to ensure the participation of the
poor in the process of the production of local products, especially the creation of a
sensitivity on the employment of the local population will be effective in reducing
poverty in the region.
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= Taking legal measures to prevent people from losing their assets in the regions where
tourism is beginning to develop will prevent tourism from becoming a sector that can
deepen poverty further.
= The ownership of land or natural resources will ensure that the poor will provide
power and ensure that they will benefit from tourism. This property may be the
property of anything to be used in tourism and from which income shall be derived.
= In order to increase the participation of the poor in tourism management, it is
necessary to provide loans and assistance, especially in rural areas and in the regions
where tourism is newly developed, financing opportunities should be provided to
enable the local people to participate in tourism activities. Financial capital should be
provided for the poor to develop their business, particularly in unorganized, daily and
manual labor.
= The development of skills and training opportunities, and the development of
hospitality skills will enable the poor to benefit from the employment creation impact,
which is one of the important economic impacts created by tourism.
= The creation of opportunities for the poor people in the development of the sectors that
provide input to the tourism sector (such as agriculture) will both reduce the danger of
dependency on tourism and create an alternative to generating income for the poor.
Looking at the dimensions of poverty in the world, it is clear that the problem cannot
be solved by bringing a different approach to tourism. However, in some countries or regions
that have tourism potential and cannot be evaluated, poverty-reducing developments will be
achieved through poorly focused sustainable tourism approach. Turkey may also sustainable
development of tourism resources, especially in poor areas with tourism potential as a
country's strategy for reducing poverty through this approach examined in another study
subject.
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Yoxsullugun azaldilmasinda turizmin rolu
Xiilasa

Moagaloda yoxsullugun va golir barabarsizliyin getdikca daha da artdigi bir dévrda,
turizmin dayamqly inkisafi goraitindo yoxsullugu azaltma yolunda hansi igtisadi sartlarda
daha effektiv olacagr maSalasi miizakira obyektina c¢ixarilir. Miiasir — dovrda turizm
iqtisadiyyatin bir sahasi kimi 6ziina méhkom yer tutmusdur. O, bir ¢ox dlkalarin iimumi daxili
Mohsulunda genis bir paya sahib olub, neft hasilati vo avtomobilgayirma sanayesi ilo
raqabata girmisdir. Turizm ahalinin masgulluguna da giiclii tasir etmakdadir. Diinya iizra har
Sokkiz is¢idon birinin turizm sektorunda islo tomin olunmast turizmin ¢ox amak tutumlu, eyni
zamanda yiiksoK amak haqqt saviyyasi ila secilmasi do onun iistiin cahatlarindan sayilir. Bu
baximdan turizm sektoru yoxsullugq saviyyasinin azaldilmasinda, ahali kéglorinin, xiisuson
ucqar kandlorin bosalmasinin garsisinin alinmasinda giiclii bir alat kimi istifada oluna bilar.

Agar séozlar: yoxsullugun azaldilmasi, turizm potensiali, igsizliyin saviyyasi, atraf miihitin
mahv edilmasi, davamli inkisaf, aliciliq qabiliyyatinin pariteti, milli rifah

Axoap Cammap oznwt I'yceiinos
Daxpaooun baiipam o2nel babazaode
Ponv mypusma é cokpawenuu 6eonocmu
Peszome

B smom uccredosanuu paccmampugaemcs 60npoc 0 MOM, KAK Mypusm Modxcem
Obimb IPHEKMUBHLIM 011 COKPAWEHUST MACUMA06 Hulemvl 6 KOHMeKCme YCmouduso2o
pazeumus. Yuumvieas mom pakm, 4mo mypusm MOd*Cem UCHOIb308AMbCA 8 Kauecmee
cpedcmea O0pvbObl ¢ 6eOHOCMbIO 8 OEOHbIX pecUoHax, 20e UMEIMCs MypUcmudeckue
Pecypcenl, U MONHCHO CO30aMb HOBble MYPUCMUYEeCKUe NPOOYKMbL Ol USMEHEeHUs. MeHOeHYUll 8
chepe mypuzma, 6 3mom KOHmMeKcme Obll PpAcCMOMPEH NOO0X00, OPUCHMUPOBAHHLIIL HA
HU3KULL ypogenb mypuzma. beonvix mypuzm, mypusm, Komopwviil 0aem s6Hble ble00bl O.iA
OeOnbIx. Dmu 8b1200bl MO2YM ObIMb IKOHOMUUECKU, COYUATILHO, IKOI02UYECKU U KVIbIMYPHO.
Beonvix opuenmupoganHvlii mypusm - 3mo He OnpedeieHHbill NPOOVKM UIU CeKMop.
Coxpawenue 6GeoHocmu, Kak npasuno, He sGIAemcs OCHOBHOU NpoOaeMOU mypusma.
Baosxcnocms makoeo nooxoda k mypusmy 60 MHO2UX OEOHbIX CMPAHAX ewje Npeocmoum
nOHAMb. B amom uccredosanuu paccmampueaemcst 60npoc 0 mMom, Kak yuacmue Jiooell 6
MYPUCTNUYECKOU O0esiMeNbHOCMU 68 OeOHbIX PecUOHAX, KaKue Mepvl NpedoCHmOpPONCHOCMU

cedyem npUHUMamy OJisl 2020 U KaK08bl OYOYm NOCe0CmBUsl.
Knwouesvle cnosa: coxkpawenue 6OeOHOCmU, NOMEHYUAN MYPUSMA,  YPOBEHD
be3pabomuysl, paspyuienue OKpyxcarowel cpeosl, YCmMouuugoe paszeumue, napumem

NOKYNAmenbHol CHOCOOHOCMU, HAYUOHATbHOE O1a20COCMOsHUe
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